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lengthened struggle,, and there could be no doubt that the
body had been suspended after death. The man was ac-
cused of having killed his concubine, but as the blow he
was said to have given before sunrise, could not have caused
the injuries found, all these wounds must have been caused
in the half-hour preceding the time he was engaged to go
lo work. During this time a quarrel must have taken place,
the woman must have died from the injuries, and then
have been hung- up after death. There were some other
contradictions in the evidence, and the prisoner was ac-
quitted, mainly on the ground that the time did not seem
to have been sufficient for all these acts. Besides this,
if he had really killed and hung up his concubine, it was
improbable, when he received an advance, that he should
have taken it home to where the body was hanging1. It was
proved that the deceased's father was very angry with her
for her immoral life; in fact, he admitted before the sub-
magistrate that he ee hated her." From the circumstances,
it seemed probable that the woman had been killed whilst
the accused was at work. If, however, it could have been
proved that when found the body was still warm, there
could have been no doubt that she must have been killed
whilst the accused was at work. The absolute importance
of noting every trifling detail when a body is first found,
cannot therefore be too strongly dwelt upon. The omis-
sion to record some little circumstance may result in tho
conviction of an innocent person, or in the escape of a
guilty one.

Appearances In The following are the appearances after death by hang-
death by iiang- jn^ rjij^ eyeg are -brilliant and staring; the eyelids open
and injected, and the pupils dilated; the tongue, swollen and
livid, is forced against the teeth, or more or less protruded
from the mouth, and compressed or torn by the contracted
jaws. The lips are swollen and the mouth distorted; and
blood, or a bloody froth, hangs about the mouth and nostrils ;
the arms are stiff, the hands livid, and the fingers so forcibly
closed on the palm, as to force the nails into the flesh; the
convulsions are so violent, as sometimes to cause the expul-